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Chauvet Cave
(Grotte Chauvet)

An exhibition at the core
of scientific investigation

Universcience decided to follow in the
steps of the researchers exploring and stu-
dying this fascinating cave. Step into the
shoes of scientists and watch the cave pain-
tings come to life as you discover remnants
of bears and wolves, traces of fires, stalac-
tites, and ancient footprints on the ground.
The exhibition offers a fascinating insight
into the world of research: the big ques-
tions it seeks to answer, the clues it gathers
and the tools it employs, ranging from the
most sophisticated to the most unexpected.
What are the latest findings?
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The Chauvet Cave is an outstanding research
site, particularly for its cave paintings that have
revolutionised our perception of prehistoric art.

The Cave is also a site that has remained intact
for 21,500 years. Everything you’ll find here
dates from the Palaeolithic: the traces are intact.
It’s as though bears, wolves, or human beings
left just the other day!

This exhibition is not a re-enactment, but rather
an immersive experience that plunges visitors
into this scientific team’s exciting adventure,
through the presentation of the subject matter
they study and their scientific tools.

The team brings together a wide range of

skills, working together in archaeology,
palaeontology, anthropology, molecular biology
and geology, as well as statistics, numerical
sciences, chemistry and physics.

Another reason this exhibition is so unique is
that it is founded on the drastic reduction of its
environmental impact.

<®Leads to an understanding that the
Chauvet Cave is exceptional, and not
just because of its many decorations

<® The strong connection with
scientific subjects in school education

<® A responsibly and sustainably
designed exhibition




Exhibition in production phase

Presentation at the Cité des sciences et de I'industrie from
October 2024, then from July 2025 to January 2027 at
Vallon Pont d’Arc on the Grotte Chauvet 2 site - Ardéche

E Audience E
! All audiences from 8 years old i
i Accessibility E
1 Universal accessibility :

Surface area
900 sg. m at the Cité
500 sqg. m for the touring version

Languages
French, English, Spanish, German, Dutch
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Browse our catalogue
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