
HOUSE OF EUROPEAN HISTORY – FAKE FOR REAL
TRAVELING EXHIBITION THROUGH EUROPE



THE MUSEUM & THE COLLECTION

The House of European History’s travelling exhibition 
project delves into the captivating theme of “fake or real,” 
showcasing the profound impact that historical forgeries 
have had on our collective narrative. Through a carefully 
curated collection of artifacts and interactive displays, 
visitors are transported through time and challenged to 
question the authenticity of the stories we often take for 
granted. By exploring the blurred lines between truth and 
deception, this project promises to ignite curiosity and 
inspire critical thinking, shedding light on the complex 
interplay between history, fabrication, and the enduring 
power of belief. 

THE ASSIGNMENT & THE CHALLENGES

We took on the Design & Build of this fascinating interna-
tional traveling exhibition. In efficient and enjoyable col-
laboration with our partner Facts and Fiction, we provided 
fit-out exhibits, showcases, Audiovisuals (AV), flexible/
adaptable mounting supports, and graphics; bringing to 
life the 6 different content topics covered by the exhibition.

The exhibition elements had to be adaptable to various 
unfamiliar venues. Therefore, the museum required con-
servation-grade showcases which would be demountable, 
storable, and easy to transport. Additionally, it was nec-
essary to repurpose existing media to meet new require-
ments.

Apart from requiring adaptability and flexibility in the exhi-
bition elements, the project faced a highly ambitious time-
line: one year for exhibition design, samples, prototypes, 
production, and full assembly. 

THE SOLUTIONS & THE RESULT

The construction of the exhibition relied on our in-house 
solutions for the showcases, combined with cost-efficient 
techniques and materials for the fit-out. 

21 wall-recessed cases, 1 Meyvaert modular case and 
3 table cases are now beautifully, effectively and safely 
presenting, preserving and protecting the objects. 

Our scope also included custom-built mounting supports 
for 102 artifacts with adaptable functionality. On top of 
that, a large portion of the Audiovisual hardware and soft-
ware was recycled from the inventory of the House of 
European History. 

Thanks to various effective modifications and a few new 
purchases, the exhibition now boasts an impressive AV 
mix of screens, computers, media players, projectors, 
sound systems, touchscreens, and interactive software. 

All these exhibition building blocks are harmoniously inte-
grated into 33 exhibits built from OSB, Forex and aluminium 
extrusions, and 9 backlit acrylic constructions.
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Year 2024
Designer Facts and Fiction

Client House of European History
Budget EUR 600 000

Scope Design and Build of a travelling exhibition of 350 m²
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SCOPE	 Fit-out exhibits;  
25 showcases (recessed wall cases  

& table cases, freestanding case) 
Audiovisuals; 

Flexible/adaptable mounting supports; 
Graphics; 

Exhibition design services

SHOWCASE AIRTIGHTNESS	 Air Exchange Rate 
(AER) of 0,1 per day

GLASS	 Extra-White glass

CLIMATE CONTROL	 Passive relative humidity 
control with silica gel

ACCESS	 Single-pivot hinges (recessed cases); 
Manual liftoff (table cases)

SECURITY	 Abloy locks

LIGHTING	 LED bars

FINISHES	 Powder coated

The meticulous planning and modular approach resulted 
in an exhibition that was praised for achieving a quality 
matching that of a permanent exhibition. 

This success story demonstrates the power of creativity 
and determination in overcoming significant challenges 
to bring a captivating and thought-provoking experience 
to audiences across various locations in Europe.

CONTACT 

Philippe Peyredieu | Project Manager
philippe.peyredieuducharlat@europarl.europa.eu

00336 95 95 17 91

Fanny Bertran De Balanda | Project Manager Facts &Fiction
fanny.bdebalanda@factsfiction.de

00336 43 43 29 97 © Karen Gkiounasian
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02/02/2024 – 16/06/2024 
Thessaloniki, Greece 

Teloglion Fine Arts Foundation

16/07/2024 – 20/10/2024 
Sofia, Bulgaria 

National Ethnographic Museum

19/11/2024 – 16/02/2025 
Budapest, Hungary 

Open Society Archive

29/07/2025 – 26/10/2025 
Gdansk, Poland 

Museum of the Second World War

26/11/2025 – 28/08/2026 
Kristianstad, Sweden 

Regional Museum Skåne



WORLDWIDE ENQUIRIES

Zeilschipstraat 9
9000 Gent
Belgium

T: +32 9 225 54 27
museum@meyvaert.com

WWW.MEYVAERT.COM


